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FREAK OF 
NATURE
There was no lull 
after the storm. 
A heavy snow 
day carried into 
a windy evening, 
creating unstable 
snow conditions 
on the slopes 
surrounding town.
The following days, 
those conditions 
would test Missoula.
Montana Kaimin
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GOT NEWS? We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
The Montana Kaimin, in 
its 116th year, is published 
by the students of the 
University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism 
assumes no control over 
policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is 
printed on campus by 
Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed 
and written by Kaimin editors. 
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BIG BACKH A N D SUPS 
Big ups to the Maryland 
mugger who robbed a woman 
in labor on the way to the hos-
pital. There was, like, a day or 
two there where most of the 
world didn't feel quite as evil. 
Thank you for putting a stop to 
that nonsense. 
 Backhands to Vine for ban-
ning all the pornographic Vine 
accounts. You are truly ruining 
the last thing that your stupid 
app had over its competitors.
Big ups to psychotherapists 
for beginning to research LSD 
on patients for the first time in 
40 years. No joke here, it's about 
damn time. 
  
Backhands to puddles. Sog-
gy socks are on par with being 
stabbed in the genitalia nine 
times while someone spoils the 
endings to all the books you 
haven’t read yet. 
KUR MUDGEN COLUMN
By Conrad Scheid
The cops who couldn’t catch crooks
THE MISSOULANTHROPE
Big ups to the journalist 
who retired from Russia Today 
on air over the Russian govern-
ment 'whitewashing' current 
events. The journalist, who 
was wearing a shirt at the time, 
was later attacked by a gang of 
bears riding unicycles.
Backhands to Qdoba for not 
having already set up burrito 
drones. 
Criminals! Come to Missoula!
The summers are warm, the convenience stores are over-
flowing with wealth (or at least assorted snack products in lieu 
of cash money), the cost of living is low enough to make your 
career choice a viable option, and most importantly, plastic bags 
tied around your feet should be enough to keep anyone in the 
Missoula Police Department from tracking you down after your 
capers.
No, seriously, that’s how the one-and-only Motel Mugger/T-
Bell Bandito fled the scene this February. And now he (or some-
one just as brilliant) stuck up a couple of convenience stores Mon-
day.
Last February, the folks in blue could at least blame the -16 de-
gree weather on hampering their efforts to catch the crook. What 
could be the excuse this time? That they didn’t want to get their 
shiny white Chargers dirty in all the puddles? By the way, the 
solid bar of red light across the tail makes those vehicles pretty 
conspicuous, MPD.
Don’t get me wrong. In general, I'm a fan of the police, and if I 
ever have to call them to defend me, I’ll really regret writing this. 
But it seems as though Missoula’s Finest could use some prac-
tice when it comes to the job they’re ostensibly paid to do: Catch 
criminals.
One of the stickups on Monday was in the 2300 block of Re-
serve Street. Take a quick look at Google Maps. It’s not exactly 
full of nooks and crannies for a robber to disappear in, rather a 
school, a park, and plenty of roads for the police to come cruising 
down in full force.
So what gives? The MPD can hardly be called underfunded. 
Those gloriously masculine squad cars were purchased courte-
sy of a $750,000 grant from the U.S. Deptartment of Justice (the 
same organization which County Attorney Fred Van Valkenburg 
is sure has a vendetta against Missoula). And at the start of 2014, 
the MPD’s budget grew by five percent to nearly $13 million.
Is it a fitness issue? Montana just became the least obese state 
in the nation, according to a new Gallup poll, so hopefully the 
ability of our peace officers to physically chase down the bandits 
can’t be called into question.
Of course, they aren’t the only party to blame. Missoula’s flour-
ishing (and, might I suggest, self-destructive) bar culture keeps 
them busy with both the inane (no, that snow bank isn’t a good 
place to spend the night) and the deadly (if you’re buzzed enough 
to worry about cops seeing you driving, please don’t start your 
car). A drunk driver is as much of a threat to Missoula’s safety as 
an armed robber.
But that works in reverse too. So it’d be nice to see some results 
when it comes to violent crime in Missoula.
And hey, MPD, if you’re planning on testing out a Robocop 
program, I’m your first volunteer! With a few stipulations, of 
course. I’d prefer to not go through all that surgery. Maybe we can 
just start with a mech suit. You have the funding, that’s for sure.
conrad.scheid@umontana.edu
Cover Photo by Stacy Thacker
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An ambulance rushed a 
student to the hospital after he 
speared his hand with a ther-
mometer in his chemistry lab. 
Lab instructor Merilyn Man-
ley-Harris said it could have 
been prevented if he listened to 
instructions before beginning 
the experiment.
A ground-breaking ceremo-
ny was held to commence con-
struction on Pantzer Hall on 
March 7, 1994.   
BLIZZARD RESPONSE 
On behalf of the Cabinet, we 
want to thank you, the campus 
community, for your quick re-
sponse and extraordinary coop-
eration during the recent bliz-
zard and its aftermath.
Although classes were can-
celed Friday, Feb. 28, and most 
departments were closed, many 
people had already worked 
throughout the night when the 
blizzard hit, and they worked all 
Friday when we were closed and 
into the weekend. Employees for 
the Food Zoo, the Office of Public 
Safety, IT, and our grounds and 
labor crews were among those 
on the job throughout the storm 
and the weekend.
UM was able to resume nor-
mal campus activities at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, which included such 
important services as the Mans-
field Library, University Center, 
Curry Health Center and Cam-
pus Recreation.
We particularly want to men-
tion the people who kept UM’s 
sidewalks, parking lots and roads 
as clear as possible from the time 
the storm began. Here’s just 
one example of those who went 
above and beyond: two Missoula 
College faculty members helped 
clear the snow Saturday morning 
through Sunday after they drove 
their front-end loader and motor 
grader from the West Campus at 
Fort Missoula.
We know so many of you 
were part of the tremendous 
team response last weekend —
from faculty meeting off-campus 
with visiting prospective grad-
uate students to people making 
sure the Food Zoo was up and 
running. Thank you for making 
our community a great place to 
live and work!
President Royce Engstrom, 
Provost Perry Brown and 
Vice President for 
Administration and
 Finance Mike Reid, 
along with the rest 
of the UM Cabinet
LETTERS
to the EDITOR Kaimin
Files
1974
The Kaimin Files dig up sto-
ries that shaped the University of 
Montana in decades past. 
More than 50 UM students 
sported their birthday suits 
during the first week of March 
1974. The largest group spotted 
during the streaking frenzy 
consisted of 20 males carrying 
a banner that read “Grin and 
Bear It.”   
University social work 
professor Robert Gambs was 
found dead northeast of Mis-
soula with a self-inflicted gun-
shot wound to his head.  
The Doobie Brothers played 
at the Adams Center, formerly 
known as the Field House, on 
March 2, 1974.
A tuition waiver for senior 
citizens passed through the 
Senate. The bill dropped tui-
tion for persons more than 62 
years old.  
1984
UM decided to hire a Cam-
pus Animal Warden to rid 
campus of stray dogs. 
Missoula home grown mar-
ijuana became more popular 
and more potent, according 
to Sgt. Jerry Crego, head of 
the Missoula County Sheriff’s 
Crimes Against People section. 
“It used to be ragweed, but now 
it is good stuff,” Crego said.
Missoula representatives 
amended the Missoula Urban 
Comprehensive plan to cre-
ate bike, foot, horse and kay-
ak-friendly routes in Missou-
la. “I really believe that if you 
come back to Missoula in 25 
years, you will really see this 
plan in progress,” Bicycle/Pe-
destrian Coordinator Karen Ja-
worksy said.
The UC Bookstore started 
a lending and rental program. 
It allowed students to borrow 
jumper cables at no cost and 
rent out typewriters for $2 a 
day.
1994
Compiled by Brea Gaudioso
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More than a foot of snow had accumulated in Missoula on the morning of 
Friday, February 28 as wind speeds exceeded 30 mph. Snow drifts trapped 
more than 200 vehicles in town while plows scrambled to clear city streets.
The day before, Missoula County Public Schools preemptively announced 
the closure of all schools. Friday morning, the University of Montana followed 
suit.
“If you are off campus, please stay home,” read an email sent to the campus 
community shortly after 6 a.m. Thousands of students were given the day off.
That morning, Keith Byington, a 34-year-old transient, died north of the rail-
road tracks. He was found Tuesday, March 4, after snow melt exposed his body.
Byington would not be the only to die during the storm.
Amid the blizzard, the road to Snowbowl remained plowed. Despite severe 
weather warnings issued by the city, ski lines were cut down Mount Sentinel 
and “first chair” was occupied at Snowbowl by 9 a.m. For those skiers, Friday 
morning was a “powder” day.
But as the day continued, conditions worsened. Winds from the south load-
ed slopes near Missoula with heavy, dense snow.
For the few searching fresh lines in the afternoon, only memories of pain 
and sadness remain.
At 2:30 p.m. the trees to the east of the Lower Paradise run at Snowbowl 
were untouched. After more than 15 inches of snow that day the night before, 
the trees seemed like a gift. He had done the run a few times before, and was 
confident they would be fine.
A CITY’S FIGHT AGAINST THE STORM
by Zeno Wicks
It was a blizzard Missoula will always remember.
Continues on next page
Rattlesnake residents 
poured into the street to 
help emergency responders 
locate a gas leak after an 
avalanche last Friday near 
the corner of Van 
Buren and Holly streets. 
Most of them remained 
nearby to assist Search and 
Rescue in locating three 
people buried in the snow.
Seaborn Larson/Montana Kaimin
Lucas Bonnevie looked back at 
his roommate, Matt Dustin, before 
pushing on. As long as they kept 
the ridge to their right, they would 
wrap back toward the parking lot.
“Skiing that day was amaz-
ing,” Bonnevie says looking back. 
“I could try anything with no fail-
ure and just get up.”
Bonnevie and Dustin, both 19, 
had arrived to the mountain a lit-
tle after 10 a.m. with Neil Rissman 
and his roommate. They were all 
season pass holders.
“We stayed on the top lift a lot 
because it was a much faster lap 
time,” Bonnevie says. “We did a 
lot of laps up there.”
At noon the clouds lifted, giv-
ing visibility to the mountain. 
Bonnevie, a UM student taking 
the semester off,  and Dustin, a 
sophomore studying business, 
returned to the parking lot where 
Bonnevie grabbed a banana and 
brownie from the vehicle before 
returning to the mountain.
On the lift, he ate the banana, 
but saved half the brownie in his 
Dakine backpack for later. They 
would run the LaVelle lift a few 
more times before hitting the trees 
on their last lap.
A lap that did not take them 
back to the car.
“As we were going down that 
ridge, I kind of realized we were 
going a little too straight,” Bonn-
evie says. “There is one major ra-
vine, and we accidentally stayed 
on the left side of the ridge when 
we were supposed to be on the 
right.”
Instead of wrapping the ridge 
that would take them back to 
Snowbowl, Bonnevie and Dustin 
followed a ridge that led them 
to Grant Creek, more than four 
miles away from the lodge. They 
had beacons, and Bonnevie had a 
shovel.
At 3 p.m., they knew they were 
lost. Bonnevie called Rissman on 
his cellphone and told him to have 
Search and Rescue on ready. Then 
he took a video of where they 
were heading.
“Hey Matt, you want to tell us 
what we are in right now?”
“The middle of fucking no-
where.”
Bonnevie strapped his skis to 
his back, and they took turns dig-
ging a path to the road. Because 
Dustin didn’t have a way to strap 
his 4-year-old Line Blend skis to 
his back, he ditched them. The 
two dug for another 30 minutes 
before Bonnevie fell into Grant 
Creek.
His boots and phone were wet.
Then Dustin crossed, getting 
his feet wet, but managing to keep 
his phone dry.
“After we got our feet wet, I 
realized that we had to call for 
Search and Rescue,” Bonnevie 
says.
At 4 p.m. Bonnevie used 
Dustin’s phone to call Rissman for 
rescue. But around the same time, 
another call was placed for rescue 
in the city of Missoula.
Just before 4 p.m., three snow-
boarders strapped into their 
boards at the top of Mount Jumbo.
The mountain above the “L” 
trail had been closed to human 
traffic since November for elk mi-
gration and grazing. But lines cut 
down the adjacent face of Mount 
Sentinel made snowboarding 
down Mount Jumbo feasible.
As the snowboarders made 
their way down the mountain, 
Cheryl McMillan got ready to step 
out onto her patio with her hus-
band and nephew to take a dip in 
the hot tub. And then she heard it.
“It was just a big roar,” McMil-
lan says. “We thought it was just 
coming off of our roof, but when 
we went out, we realized it was an 
avalanche.”
Outside McMillan saw the 
snow crash down on a home 
two houses down. Snowboard-
ers came down close behind. Her 
nephew checked to make sure the 
snowboarders were OK.
Seconds later, Erin Scoles could 
be heard yelling for her son.
Phoenix Scoles-Coburn was 
outside playing with his 10-year-
old sister before the avalanche 
swept both of them down Holly 
Street, burying Phoenix. Scoles 
watched everything from her 
kitchen window.
Caleb Deitz, a University of 
Montana senior studying wildlife 
biology, was skiing down Van Bu-
ren on Friday when he saw a “puff 
of snow” shoot out of the east side 
of Holly Street.
“All I heard was screaming,” 
Deitz says. “There was a mom out, 
screaming for her 8-year-old boy.”
Deitz and some bystanders 
ran to the scene and immediately 
started looking for the missing 
child. All traffic along Van Buren 
Street stopped and people carry-
ing shovels of all sizes piled out 
of their cars to help dig. Missoula 
Police, firefighters and medics ar-
rived shortly after and created a 
search party.
At 5:15 p.m., Phoenix was 
found and rushed to the hospital.
Three men with snowboards 
standing next to the red house on 
the corner of Holly Street and Van 
Buren Street watched on as Phoe-
nix was pulled from the snow.
One broke down crying.
Search and Rescue coordinator 
Jeremiah Peterson says Missoula 
police called his crew to help with 
the Holly Street avalanche shortly 
after. Peterson says he soon found 
out that in addition to the missing 
boy, two others were missing after 
the avalanche knocked over and 
buried a home.
“While we were there, we got 
another call about two lost skiers 
up at Snowbowl.”
After making contact with 
Rissman and Search and Res-
cue around 4:30 p.m., Bonnevie 
returned the phone to his chest 
pocket to keep it warm and dry. 
The snow was coming down 
again.
Rissman had already informed 
Snowbowl of the lost skiers prior 
to Bonnevie’s second call, but that 
confirmed the severity.
Ronnie Morris, Snowbowl’s 
communications director, said 
that someone called the rental 
desk and gave them the infor-
mation of the lost skiers. Morris 
passed the  information to Art 
Wear, the head of Snowbowl ski 
patrol, who eventually informed 
Search and Rescue.
“Anybody that goes off area in 
any direction, we get their infor-
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The bar depicts a pit that was dug 
near the crown of the avalanche 
on Mount Jumbo. The white 
sections are low friction 
layers where it was easy 
for the snow shelf to 
shift and move.
Scientists have speculated that an 
external force caused the top 
unstable layer to break. The broken 
layer then carried enough force 
to fracture the base of the snow 
pack and create an avalanche.
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mation, and then we refer them to 
Search and Rescue,” Morris says.
At 6 p.m., Bonnevie and Dustin 
were able to make contact with 
Search and Rescue. They were in-
formed of the avalanche in town. 
The search for them would begin 
once all victims were accounted 
for on Holly Street.
The two continued to move 
south along the mountainside to-
ward the faint lights of Missoula. 
At times they would sink up to 
their chests in snow.
“We couldn’t keep still, other-
wise we would have been buried 
alive,” Bonnevie says. “So we kept 
moving the whole night until we 
found a good tree well to camp 
in.”
At 10:30 p.m. they stopped, ex-
hausted from digging and hiking.
Eric Conda, the former owner 
of medical marijuana dispensary 
Three Rivers Farmacy, sat in his 
Upper Rattlesnake apartment 
checking Facebook when his 
newsfeed filled with pleas for help 
in digging out victims of an ava-
lanche in the Lower Rattlesnake.
Conda told his roommate, 
Jonathan Rosenbaum, about what 
happened and the two grabbed 
shovels and probes.
Driving down Van Buren 
Street, they took note of a police 
officer directing traffic down 
Lolo Street. Missoula Police had 
blocked all Van Buren Street 
through traffic after the avalanche 
carried over the road, but when 
Conda and Rosenbaum told the 
officer they were there to help, he 
let them drive by.
By the time they arrived to the 
scene, nearly 100 people were al-
ready huddled around the yellow 
tape marking the accident zone. 
The air smelled of gas.
Lt. Sandy Kosena, the lieuten-
ant-on-scene, stood on the other 
side of the tape organizing a plan 
with Peterson.
“We need people with shovels 
to start clearing off the road so we 
can turn off this gas line,” Kosena 
yelled at the crowd.
More than 50 people ducked 
the yellow tape and piled onto the 
road to move snow. As the road 
was cleared, Kosena organized 
another search team to begin a 
fine sweep for the two missing 
victims. Conda and Rosenbaum 
joined 18 others to line up at the 
base of the avalanche and probe 
their way up the fall-line.
The line probed for more 
than 50 minutes before Conda’s 
probe collided with something 
“squishy.”
“I poked something right by 
the chimney and was like, ‘That 
was soft,’” Conda says. “And then 
this other guy poked, and was 
like, ‘That’s somebody.’”
The two dug until they found 
an arm. They had found one of the 
missing people.
“Fred, the older guy, was bur-
ied against the chimney,” Conda 
says. “He was super cold.”
Fred Allendorf, a 66-year-old 
University of Montana regents 
professor emeritus, was alert and 
oriented. An air pocket next to the 
chimney allowed him to breathe 
for more than two hours while he 
was buried in the snow.
“My wife,” Allendorf yelled. 
He told Conda that he had been 
speaking to his wife, Michel 
Colville, from two feet away when 
the avalanche struck. He pointed 
to the place where his home once 
stood.
Allendorf was sent to St. Pat-
rick Hospital by ambulance at 
6:30 p.m. Another hour passed 
as rescuers continued to probe. 
As the snow and wind increased, 
Kosena and Search and Rescue 
officials discussed the possibility 
of further avalanche danger and a 
potential site evacuation.
But then,  at 7:30 p.m., a girl near 
Rosenbaum poked something 
soft and they heard a moan. Bur-
ied underneath a couch, Colville, 
68, was breathing but unconscious 
— the couch had created an air 
pocket for Colville to breathe.
She was 15 feet south of where 
Allendorf told rescuers he had 
seen her last.
Rosenbaum said that when 
they removed Colville from the 
hole, she was responsive to pain 
but nothing else. There was blood 
from a cut on her head.
She was rushed to the hospi-
tal where she and Allendorf were 
listed in serious condition.
After all the victims were ac-
counted for, neighbors walked 
through the accident site, pass-
ing out hot drinks to those that 
helped in the effort. While Conda 
and Rosenbaum took a break and 
drank, Peterson had to wrap up 
his crew to head to Snowbowl.
Van Buren would remain 
closed until 2 a.m. Saturday, 
March 1 as cleanup crews picked 
through the rubble.
In the tree well near Snowbowl, 
Bonnevie and Dustin huddled for 
warmth. Dustin was lucid — in 
and out of dreams — but Bonn-
evie remained coherent and in 
contact with Search and Rescue. 
He made sure neither Dustin’s 
nor his own parents would be in-
formed of this until after the fact. 
In between calls, he would be sure 
to turn off the phone and place it 
close to his body to keep it warm.
Every call would calm Bonn-
evie.
“That was the only thing I 
needed there. Something to let 
us know we were close to getting 
out,” Bonnevie says. “But at 12 
a.m. they just stopped looking for 
us. Just complete abandonment.”
They were trapped and their 
feet hurt from deep-tissue frost-
bite.
“We just tried to stay warm,” 
Dustin says.
The two would huddle to-
gether and take turns napping. 
But soon Bonnevie felt sleeping 
could be dangerous.
“I had to get out of the spoon,” 
Bonnevie says. “Like, goddam-
nit you gotta’ wake up, because 
we were straight daydreaming.”
Just before 3 a.m., he was able 
to turn Dustin’s phone on and 
call Search and Rescue.
“If you don’t get us out now 
we are going to die,” Bonnevie 
told the Seeley Lake Sheriff’s 
deputy on the other end.
Shortly after Search and Res-
cue resumed their search. Snow-
mobilers and skiers moved me-
thodically up the Grant Creek 
drainage, yelling for the missing 
skiers.
At 8 a.m., Bonnevie made one 
last phone call. As he spoke with 
the deputy, he heard three whis-
tles. He lowered the phone and 
strained his ears.
Three whistles again.
He whistled back three times. 
The cheering that followed was 
one of the most relieving feel-
ings Bonnevie says he has ever 
felt. Bonnevie split the brownie 
half he had been saving with 
Dustin in celebration.
They had survived a night 
outside in one of the most ag-
gressive storms in Missoula 
history wearing nothing but ski 
clothes. But they didn’t survive 
unscathed.
While Bonnevie was towed 
out on skis, Dustin had to be put 
in a sled. Both were suffering 
from medium hypothermia and 
had serious deep-tissue frostbite 
on their feet. At St. Patrick Hos-
pital they were given pain medi-
cations and footbaths to bring 
their feet back to room tempera-
ture. Blisters lined their toes.
“When I got there, the doc-
tor told me I was going to lose a 
few toes, and I laughed at him,” 
Bonnevie says. “Told him, ‘No 
I’m not.’”
In a different room on a dif-
ferent floor of St. Patrick Hos-
pital, Colville’s condition wors-
ened.
On Sunday, March 2, Dud-
ley Improta and Dave Williams, 
part-time avalanche specialists 
for missoulaavalanche.org, be-
gan their traverse across Mount 
Jumbo to the crown of the ava-
lanche — the point where it was 
triggered.
6
Matt Dustin, left, and Lucas Bonnevie stand outside their apartment just off of Russell Street on Wednesday, 
March 5. Both were released from St. Patrick Hospital with severe frostbite on their feet on Sunday, March 2, after 
spending a night lost on the backside of Snowbowl.
Zeno Wicks/Montana Kaimin
See STORM, page 12
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In sixth grade, Laverne 
Cox swallowed a bottle of 
pills. She didn’t want to con-
tinue living after being told 
over and over again that 
it was wrong of her to be 
her true self: a transgender 
woman of color. 
Now, the “Orange is the 
New Black” actress is on a 
mission to address and end 
discrimination against those 
who identify as transgender. 
On Thursday, Cox took 
her mission to the University 
of Montana. She spoke to the 
crowd of more than 600 stu-
dents on her personal expe-
rience as an African-Ameri-
can transgender woman, on 
prejudice against the trans-
gender community and on 
how to start the process of 
healing.
“We should be ready to 
put down the assumptions 
that we have to come to new 
spaces of critical conscious-
ness,” Cox said. “So that we 
don’t hold on to our ideas of 
what we already think we 
know.” 
 The actress, who was 
the first African American 
transgender woman to both 
produce and star in a TV 
show ("TRANSform Me," on 
VH1), grew up learning from 
her mother, her teachers, her 
peers and her church that 
she should be ashamed of 
who she is. They told her it 
was not okay to identify as 
a sex other than the one as-
signed at birth.
 She didn’t start accepting 
her true self until she started 
seeing other trans women as 
‘Orange is the New Black’ actress illuminates transgender issues
people rather than a media 
stereotype. She urged the 
crowd to do the same. 
“Accepting these people 
for who they were allowed 
me to better accept myself. I 
think that can be the journey 
for all of us with people who 
are different from us,” Cox 
said during her speech at 
UM. “If we just get to know 
people different from us as 
people, all the misconcep-
tions we might have about 
people who are different 
from us will melt away.”
Cox dropped her light-
hearted tone when she be-
gan to discuss the violence 
against transgender people, 
and transgender women in 
particular. In her own ex-
perience, she’s been verbal-
ly harassed. Once, she was 
kicked on the streets of New 
York City. 
According to Cox, 78 per-
cent of non-gender-conform-
ing students in grades K-12 
experience bullying or ha-
rassment. The homicide rate 
of trans women in the LGBTQ 
community is the highest; in 
2012, 53 percent of all LGBTQ 
homicides were transgender 
women, she said. 
“It’s a state of emergency 
for far too many trans peo-
ple,” Cox said. 
Jamar Galbreath, UM’s di-
versity program coordinator, 
said he doesn’t normally see 
this culture of violence in 
Missoula. Mason O’Kiernan, 
a transgender member of 
the Missoula’s Lambda Alli-
ance and a transgender male, 
agreed. 
“I think Missoula, in the 
grand scheme of things and 
definitely in Montana, is fan-
tastic,” O’Kiernan said. “But 
obviously there is a lot I’m 
not experiencing.”
Despite the relatively ac-
cepting culture, they both 
said Cox’s visit is essential 
in helping illuminate trans 
issues. 
“There are initiatives 
happening in town to raise 
awareness about the trans-
gender community,” Gal-
breath said. “Hopefully this 
will be a step in helping get 
those voices out there.”
 Galbreath was in charge 
of bringing Cox to UM as a 
Taylor Wyllie
Montana Kaimin
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Actress, writer, producer and activist Laverne Cox speaks to a full ballroom in the University Center on Thursday 
night. Cox is best known for her role as Sophia Burset in the Netflix original series "Orange is the New Black," 
and is one of the first African-American transgender women on television. 
keynote speaker for the Tun-
nel of Oppression. “The Tun-
nel” is an initiative through 
the University Center to in-
form the public on modern 
issues of oppression. Cox’s 
speech was the official end 
to the annual event. 
Cox discussed the oppres-
sion of “the gender-binary” 
system for both transgender 
and cisgender individuals. 
“I’ve dated so many men, 
straight-identified, white 
men who are so oppressed 
by the logic of this gender 
binary model because they 
can’t express themselves au-
thentically,” Cox said. 
Throughout her speech, 
Cox touched on her “Orange 
is the New Black” character, 
Sophia Burset, and the gen-
eral issues trans women face 
in the prison system. She 
also discussed her identity 
in the sense of being both a 
woman and a part of the Af-
rican-American community. 
“I am not just one thing,” 
Cox said. “And neither are 
you.” 
taylor.wyllie@umontana.edu
@wylliet
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First Friday
Art, wine, food and friends. It’s that time again — First Friday. 
The monthly celebration of local art and excuse to socialize began in 
the early 1990s by a group of local museum curators and gallery own-
ers known as the Gallery Association for Greater Arts. GAGA’s goal was 
to promote art in Missoula and create a scholarship for struggling local 
artists, according to Tom Bensen, executive director of the Missoula Cul-
tural Council.
“Eventually that (GAGA) sort of fell apart, but the event stuck,” Bensen 
said. “The reason for getting it going went away, but it kept going.”
Now, the first Friday of each month, the streets of Downtown and 
the surrounding area open up for art enthusiasts and people looking for 
something to do before hitting up their favorite Friday night watering 
holes. It’s as much a social event as a promotion for local art, Bensen said. 
“Missoula enjoys celebration, it enjoys socializing,” Bensen said. 
“Look at the Farmers Market or at Out to Lunch at Caras Park — a lot of 
people go because there are other people there.”
And most First Friday participants give good reason to go, and not just 
local art and music — cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. Many galleries have 
wine or beer available for First Friday goers, and some places offer free 
samples of chocolate or cheese. Tonight, the Dark Room will even have a 
keg from Big Sky Brewing Co.
“It fits Missoula,” Bensen said. “It’s about both (art and socialization).”
The Missoula Cultural Council compiles a list of the galleries and 
exhibitions that officially participate in First Friday, but many business-
es just wait and see who shows up on their monthly wander through 
downtown. The event officially goes from 5-8 p.m., but most of the art 
will be on display throughout the month. Here’s a map of the art and 
music going on on Higgins Avenue, where a majority of the First Friday 
events happen.
megan.petersen@umontana.edu
@mlp208
Your guide to
By Megan Petersen
MCAT
Drawings and prints by Dirk Lee
1
Prudential Montana 
Real Estate
Jane Buter’s repurposed paper 
exhibit “In Honor of the Tree”
2
H&R Block
photo conversions by Larry Stolle
3
Lake Missoula 
Tea Co.
(Upstairs) Indonesian tea tasting 
and Java visit presentation
4
Bhavana
Antonia Wolf and 
UM School of Journalism’s 
“Faces and Places of India”
5
4 Ravens 
Gallery
Bill Munoz’s photography 
exhibit “Trees: Exposed”
6
Dana 
Gallery
Peter Davies’ drawings and the 13th 
Annual Collector’s Resale Show
7
Fact and 
Fiction
Book reading and 
signing by local authors 
Linda Giammona-Eggers 
and Laura Timblo 
and illustrator Molly Clevenger
8
Mood 
Boutique
Randy Zielinski’s acrylic paintings
9
Murphy-Jubb 
Fine Art
Kendahl Jan Jubb, Suzanne 
Mingo and James Hoffman
10
Palace Hotel 
Gallery
The Artists of Opportunity
11
MSO Hub
Color Me Rad registration table
12
OneEleven
Christian Ives’ oil paintings 
exhibit and Toby Mercer’s 
paper medium exhibit
13
Loft of 
Missoula
Meyora’s “Through Your 
Eyes” interactive exhibit
14
The Brink 
Gallery
 Lauren Tyler Norby’s “Crumley & 
Vaughn Private Investigations”
15
Monte Dolack 
Gallery
Monte Dolack’s “Altered State 
Holter Museum of Art”
16 Artist’s 
Shop
Barbara Morrison, masks and 
small sculpture exhibit
17 Dark Room
UM School of Journalism 
“Photojournalism” exhibit
18 Downtown
Dance Collective
Logan Pritchard’s exhibition
19
The Green 
Light
Live music by Maiah Wynne
20 The
Blaque Owl
Saquoia Penelope’s 
mixed media painting
21 FrontierSpace 
Missoula
(Alley behind the Old Post)
William Hutchinson’s solo exhibit
22
1
2
3
4
5
6
78
10
9
1112
13
14
1516
17
18
19 20
21
22
Events off Higgins
Bernice’s Bakery: 
Jade Torgerson and Christine Martin’s 
“Floriculutre and the Lost Ornithology”
Missoula Senior Center: 
Live music by the Hellgate Jazz 
Band and Jodi Marshall
Betty’s Divine: 
Johnathan ‘Frog’ Cadotte’s paintings
Tide’s Gallery: 
Third Annual Bead Challenge
Upcycled: Andrea Morgan’s 
“Roosters,” faux taxidermy
E3 Convergence Gallery: 
Jessie Smith and Jay Arellano’s 
“Artistic Renderings of General Madness”
Missoula Art Museum: 
Patricia Thornton’s “Misfits, 
Monsters & Pretty Things”
New Eclipse Engineering: 
Brian Murphy’s “Spring Fever,” mixed media
SpectrUM Discovery Area: 
“The Intersection of Art and Science”
Blessed Trinity Missoula: “
Saint John Bible,” reproduction of 
500-year-old printmaking
The Clay Studio of Missoula: 
“The Teapot Show II” group exhibition
Draught Works: 
Mara Panich’s “Wintersongs”
Montana Art and Framing: 
Waler Hook’s “New Prints, Old Paintings”
Follow us on
Twitter: 
@KaiminNews
Montana Kaimin
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Deep thoughts:
Joan of Arc is one of history’s 
most iconic women. Her legend 
uniting France, talking to God 
and eventually being persecuted 
and burned at the stake — com-
mon knowledge. She saved the 
day for France, but only at the 
cost of her reputation, question-
ably her sanity and, in the end, 
her life. The play “Book Of Days” 
uses Joan of Arc as a direct meta-
phor in its story. It’s a dark moral-
ity play that attempts to strip off 
the glossy sheen of good Chris-
tian American life, and reveal its 
cancerous underbelly.
“Book of Days” gets meta ear-
ly on, with Ruth, the main pro-
tagonist, practicing for the part 
of Joan of Arc in a local produc-
tion of George Bernard Shaw’s 
“St. Joan.” Ruth is the wide-eyed 
all-American girl. She goes to 
church on Sundays. She works 
as a secretary for Walt, the owner 
of Dublin’s cheese factory, where 
her husband Len works as a man-
ager. In her first scene, we see her 
talking with Len and struggling 
over some of Shaw’s word choices 
for Joan’s lines.
The play-within-a-play 
plot device could seem like a 
heavy-handed attempt to get lost 
inside complex philosophical 
navel gazing. But to the credit of 
both the tight script and the solid 
acting from all involved, “Book 
Of Days” keeps the device in the 
background so the concept of the 
actress playing Ruth playing Joan 
doesn’t become the centerpiece 
of the story, but instead just one 
more idea in a play full of them. 
Not to say the story of Joan of Arc, 
and Shaw’s St. Joan doesn’t play 
into “Book Of Days,” but it’s used 
as a framing device instead of the 
only plot device.
At its heart, “Book Of Days” 
is a philosophical take down of 
Christian morality and Amer-
ican virtue. Big ideas whip out 
of the dialogue like the tornado 
that kicks off the end of the play’s 
first act. Debates about sexuali-
ty, mortality, socialism, religion 
and atheism push the characters 
into big ideas presented in simple 
ways. 
As the second act submerges 
itself into the aftershocks of the 
tornado, and Ruth’s insistence 
that something isn’t quite right in 
the town anymore, the religious 
undertone of the play comes into 
better focus. As Ruth becomes 
more attached to her portrayal of 
Joan of Arc, the conflicts between 
her, the church, dirty politics and 
small town gossip finally come 
to head. Ruth has very clear-cut 
ideas of right and wrong, and 
it’s her convictions to these con-
cepts which keep her from being 
reduced to a naïve simpleton, 
even as she goes about wrecking 
her life in Dublin, and brings the 
whole Joan of Arc metaphor full 
circle.
Without a group of solid ac-
tors, “Book of Days” would be 
an incomprehensible mess. But to 
their credit, the cast grounds the 
play back on earth and keeps it 
from flying off the rails into the 
land of philosophical diatribes.
The entire cast does great 
work. Madelyn Beck is stellar in 
her performance as Martha Hoch, 
the reformed hippie-turned-col-
lege professor, providing some 
much needed comic relief inside 
the philosophical grimness of the 
play. Greg Bortz is equally great 
in his role as Walt Bates, the pillar 
of the Dublin community. Na-
than Adkins emanates snake-oil 
charm and sleaze with his por-
trayal of James Bates, Walt’s polit-
ically ambitious son.
There are some stumbling 
blocks of course. Some of the 
philosophical/political banter 
is a little over the top. Lanford 
Wilson’s script throws so many 
ideas into the air that juggling 
all of them becomes impossible, 
and few are certain to drop. And 
the murder mystery subplot is te-
THEATER
dious because there is no mystery 
about it. It’s the most predictable 
part of the whole show. But that 
could be by design. The tension 
in the second act comes less from 
the whodunit aspects and more 
from the refusal of the charac-
ters in Dublin to look at the rot 
eating away at the white pillars 
of its nicest houses. While there 
is no twist ending here, and the 
audience can see where the play 
is going before it gets there, the 
performances, the script and the 
set tie together so well that this 
isn’t a complaint.
One of the main themes in 
“Book of Days” is the idea of de-
stroying conventions, and put-
ting them back together in a way 
that isn’t quite right. The format 
of the play itself does this to great 
effect, with characters breaking 
the fourth wall, and sometimes 
substituting for each other’s roles. 
The tornado in the play does the 
same thing to all the characters 
in the story, destroying one way 
of life and establishing a new 
paradigm with crooked angles, 
and pieces that don’t fit together 
nicely.
“Book of Days” continues 
its run at the Masquer Theatre, 
March 7-8, and March 11-14, 
at 7:30 nightly, with a matinee 
showing on March 15, with tick-
ets costing $16.
bjorn.bergeson@umontana.edu
@Ursarendor 
FEATURE PHOTO
Bjorn Bergeson
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Leah Salcido, a junior majoring in art, works on mixing paint in a 2D Foundations class in the School of Art. The 
exercise is designed to teach students how to use one color and mix that with white, black or gray to make a 
wider variety of colors.
‘Book Of Days’ mines depth and still entertains
Montana Kaimin
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The Lady Griz have been 
searching for more offense, and 
they found it Thursday night as 
Montana beat Sacramento State 
87-76 in front of 3,814 fans at 
Dahlberg Arena.  
Sacramento State’s trap de-
fense left shots wide open for 
Motnana, and the Lady Griz 
capitalized by knocking shots 
down.
“They gamble (on defense),” 
senior forward Jordan Sullivan 
said. “If they gamble and miss, 
we have wide-open shots.”
The Lady Griz shot 55 percent 
from the field, including 9 of 18 
from behind-the-arc.
Sullivan, who scored a game-
high 21 points and grabbed 15 
rebounds, recorded the fifth 
double-double of her career.
“It’s great to see her get her 
confidence back,” head coach 
Robin Selvig said. “We’re going 
to need that in the next week.”
Montana improved to 19-9 
and 13-6 in the Big Sky Confer-
ence, securing the third seed 
in the conference tournament 
March 13-15.
Until Friday, Sacramento 
State was also the only BSC team 
the Lady Griz hadn’t beat.  
Sacramento State (18-10, 10-9 
BSC) fell to fifth in the confer-
ence. The top seven teams qual-
ify for the conference tourna-
ment.  
Along with Sullivan, junior 
guard Kellie Cole also scored 21 
points, and junior forward Mag-
gie Rickman scored 19 points.
Sacramento State’s offensive 
strategy of run-and-gun has its 
advantages and disadvantages, 
Selvig said.
Lady Griz top Hornets, seize third seed in playoffs
Sam Waldorf
Montana Kaimin
BASKETBALL
“They’re a little bit live and 
die on it,” Selvig said. “They’re a 
fun team to play, they’re a hard 
team to play because of their 
style and their ability to knock 
down threes.”
The Hornets attempted 39 
3-pointers, connecting on 15 of 
them. Hallie Gennett led Sacra-
mento State in scoring with 19 
points, but four other Hornets 
reached double-digits.
Sacramento State set an 
NCAA women's record for 
3-pointers made in a season with 
351, breaking the previous re-
cord of 342 .  
“That team is so good at put-
ting shots together,” Selvig said. 
The Lady Griz jumped out 
to an early 15-10 lead. A 6-0 run 
capped by a 3-pointer from Gen-
nett gave Sacramento State its 
first and only lead of the game.
Montana answered with 7-0 
run of its own sparked by a three 
from Sullivan in the corner giv-
ing the Lady Griz a 49-40 lead at 
halftime.  
The Lady Griz played a clean 
first half, committing just three 
turnovers, but had 10 turnovers 
in the second half.
“We threw the ball around, 
their press hurt us,” Selvig said.  
Early in the second, Mon-
tana extended its lead before the 
Hornets hit three consecutive 
3-pointers, cutting Montana’s 
lead to four with 9:50 remaining.
But that was as close as the 
Hornets would get, as another 
6-0 run put Montana up 77-69 
with over six minutes remain-
ing.
Sullivan said the team tried to 
be a lot more patient on offense 
tonight, to slow down the fast 
paced Hornet offense.  
Senior point guard Torry Hill 
said the reason Sacramento State 
is so effective on offense is not 
just their 3-point shooting but 
they also are hard to box out and 
guard off the dribble.  
The Lady Griz will face 
Northern Arizona on Saturday 
in Missoula at 2 p.m.
“We always want to win,” 
Selvig said. “And we’re at the 
time of year where we want to 
be playing good basketball.”
samuel.waldorf@umontana.edu
@Sam_Waldorf
Hunter D'Antuono/Montana Kaimin
Lady Griz Torry Hill (2) steals the ball from Hornets' guard Fantasia Hilliard (1). The Lady Griz buzzed past the Sacramento State Hornets to a 87-76 
victory Thursday night at Dahlberg Arena. 
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’Yota returns: Club team opens conference play
The University of Montana 
baseball team lobbied hard for 
the return of sophomore out-
fielder Ryota Hoshino after 
the 2013 season. He’s back, and 
ready to return to the field.
“I don’t want to say 
bad words, but I’m fuckin’ 
pumped,” Hoshino said.
Hoshino, a native of Tokyo, 
Japan, has returned for his sec-
ond season in a Griz uniform 
in January. Last year he earned 
2013 First Team All-America 
honors as an outfielder and 
helped lead the team to the 
Northern Pacific division title 
in a two-game sweep of Boise 
State.
After last season ended, 
Hoshino left UM because of the 
high tuition cost for interna-
tional students.
Head coach Ryan Sharkey 
sought out boosters and even 
talked to President Royce Eng-
strom about finding money for 
Hoshino to return.
By Jan. 1, Sharkey secured 
enough financial aid for Hoshi-
no. 
The sophomore, who is also 
a pitcher, said he has big plans 
for the club this year.
“My goal for the 2014 sea-
son is to lead this team to the 
World Series in (Tampa Bay),” 
Hoshino said. “I was helped by 
everyone last year. It’s my turn 
this year.”
After a 6-0 loss to end the 
preseason, the University of 
Montana club baseball team 
returns to the Northern Pacif-
ic-North division on the road 
against the University of Idaho 
Vandals (1-3) on Saturday in 
BASEBALL
Seaborn Larson
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Lewiston, Idaho.
So far, the weather has kept 
the team off its usual outdoor 
field and forced the team to 
host practices in Schreiber gym.
Hoshino said the weather 
has been a major obstacle in 
preparing for the upcoming 
season.
Sharkey attributed part of 
the early losses to not being 
able to practice outdoors. He 
said it will be about two weeks 
until the Griz can practice out-
doors.
“We’re usually coming out 
of the snow with very little live 
hitting,” Sharkey said. “Our 
arms and bodies are in shape, 
but you can’t substitute grab-
bing live balls and live hitting.”
Last year, the Griz entered 
the conference season with the 
same 2-2 record. By April, they 
clinched the Northern Pacific 
Division with an 11-1 record 
(17-5 overall).
The Griz roster has 20 play-
ers, including eight seniors. 
Sharkey said he lost three play-
ers to graduation last spring, in-
cluding starting pitcher Hunter 
Day. Sharkey’s solution was re-
cruiting three new pitchers to 
the Griz last fall.
“Compared to last year, we 
have a much more cohesive 
group,” said third baseman 
Will Cote. “This year, I think 
our at bats will be much better.”
Cote, a fifth-year senior from 
Lafayette, Calif., has high ex-
pectations for himself and the 
Griz as they crack into confer-
ence play.
Montana swept Idaho in 
three blowout games last sea-
son, finishing the day 18-0, 7-0 
and 10-0. The Vandals finished 
the 2013 season 4-8 (7-8 overall).
Sharkey said he expects a 
tough game as the Vandals 
have some momentum after a 
home win against Wyoming, 
7-5 on Saturday.
“I got to watch them again 
back in Nevada,” Sharkey said. 
“They hit the ball pretty well 
and they’re pretty scrappy.”
Cote said he believes the 
Grizzly lineup is faster than 
ever, especially with Hoshino.
“We’re expecting to win all 
three, definitely,” Cote said. “If 
we end up going 2-1, that would 
be a disappointment for us, col-
lectively.”
seaborn.larson@umontana.edu
@seabornlarson
Hunter D’Antuono/Montana Kaimin
Emmit Stangel, a catcher for the UM club baseball team, catches a pitch during practice in Schreiber Gym on Wednesday. The team practiced inside 
because of the wet, muddy weather conditions.  
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility 
for advertisements which are placed in 
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use 
their best judgement and investigate 
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying 
out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3 
lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. 
Prepayment is required. Ads may be 
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-
5475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com 
or call 243-6541.
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Dani Howlett
Taylor Skansi
Sarah Hopkins
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Michelle Dezihan
Meaghan Gaul
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Jesse Kipp
Alison Rinker
PRODUCTION
Mackenzie Enich
OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnsonmontanakaimin 
Office Staff
          ENTERTAINMENT 
Weekend cabins 30 minutes 
from Missoula $45-65/night at 
Rock Creek Cabins 251-6611.
           HELP WANTED
Headed into government or 
politics? Congress is a mess! 
Want to help clean it up? Visit 
www.samrankin.com and 
volunteer to help. Or call Sam 
@ 406-855-3013 for more 
details. Compensation available.
Two to three people to help 
move household items including 
furniture Saturday April 5. Pay is 
$20 per hour cash plus potential 
for Kettlehouse gift certificate. 
Call Scott at 240-4012.
The General Manager oversee 
the day-to-day affairs of KBGA 
including hiring and preparing 
all necessary staff. (S)he is 
responsible for maintaining the 
fiscal and legal integrity of the 
station. The General Manager is 
responsible for all departments, 
employees, volunteers, and 
facilities of KBGA College 
Radio. The GM ensures that 
the station is in compliance 
with FCC regulations to which 
the station is subject including, 
but not limited to, keeping a 
current and updated public file. 
They also provide aide to staff 
members in the completion of the 
goals specific to their respective 
positions. The ASUM Radio 
Board oversees the General 
Manager. Contact gm@kbga.org 
for more information or to apply.
                 SERVICES
M&M Driving School private 
driving lessons 317-3272.
Cheap Charley's Mini Storage, 
Griz Discount: Option 1) Full 
month free with 3 months up 
front. Option 2) 5% Griz Discount 
off regular price with Free sign 
up fee! Student discount for 
truck rental. (406) 721-7277.
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted 
best of Missoula 2013. Student 
discounts! 136 E Broadway 
Computer Central 542-6540.
        TODAY IN HISTORY
322 BC: Aristotle, the famous 
Greek philosopher, died.
1933: The popular board game 
Monopoly was invented.
NATURE
It wasn’t a clear day, but Improta 
wanted to get a profile of the snow-
pack before warming weather 
changed the layers. At noon he dug 
a pit to the left of the crown.
What he found did not surprise 
him — a hard 15 cm wind slab of 
snow on top of 5 cm of cold, soft 
dendrites. In pit tests, the layer gave 
way under minimal force but car-
ried a lot of weight. Yet those top 20 
cm, said Improta, are not the most 
worrisome part of the pit.
At the very base of the 70 cm pit, 
Improta documented 5 cm of rotten 
snow — the kind that crumbles in 
hand. Due to highly varying tem-
perature gradient in the valley, the 
base layer was also very weak, but 
with much more snow on top of it.
“This is going to be pure spec-
ulation,” Improta says. “If this av-
alanche was human triggered, I 
ww
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would say that top slab probably 
broke on those weak dendrites. 
And then the weight of that [top lay-
er] broke on down to the ground. I 
think that the weight of that top lay-
er being triggered was able to trig-
ger the rest of the snowpack.”
In a press release from Sgt. Tra-
vis Welsh, the Missoula Police De-
partment had interviewed three 
“sports enthusiasts” about the cause 
of the avalanche. No names were 
released, but the city continues to 
discuss pressing charges.
But even Improta believes that 
the slide was prone to happen, re-
gardless of human error.
“I think the force of that amount 
of snow was the devastating part,” 
Improta says. “Even if it was a natu-
ral slide, and the top part sloughed 
naturally, it could have been enough 
weight to trigger that bottom layer.”
1,400 feet bellow Improta and 
Williams, volunteers started their 
second day trying to salvage items 
from Colville and Allendorf’s home.
Tarn Ream, site organizer and a 
friend of the couple, says more than 
100 volunteers showed up to help. 
They worked to recover important 
crafts and clothing of Colville’s and 
Allendorf’s journals along with oth-
er things.
But, Sunday night, friends and 
family learned that Colville had 
succumbed to her injuries and died. 
Monday morning, many in Mis-
soula would mourn her loss.
“It’s too bad Ms. Colville had to 
die,” Improta says. “It’s a tragic loss 
for the community.”
Based on the pit dug by Improta, 
that morning the City of Missoula 
closed both Mount Sentinel and 
Mount Jumbo until further notice. 
Upcoming days were projected to 
warm up, and avalanche danger 
would increase. Volunteers would 
have to wait until the end of the ava-
lanche warning to continue salvag-
ing Allendorf’s and Colville’s items.
Those living around the area 
received a letter stating they did not 
have to evacuate their homes, but 
that the City of Missoula deemed it 
advisable.
Sunday night Bonnevie and 
Dustin were released from St. Pat-
rick Hospital. Both made sure to 
call their parents back in Farming-
ton, Maine, to let them know what 
happened.
“The next day we both got out 
because it was too boring,” Bonne-
vie says.
They would have to come back 
in the following morning, though, 
to have their feet redressed. Bon-
nevie says he was devastated when 
he learned Monday morning at the 
hospital that Colville had died. He 
believes that had he not kept the cell 
phone warm, he and Dustin could 
have died as well.
“We have been getting a lot of 
help to appointments and shit,” 
Bonnevie says. “But now we are 
pretty independent. We can do ev-
erything here.”
“And hopefully we get back into 
it to get one more run before the 
season is over.”
Both Bonnevie and Dustin say 
they want to get back to skiing as 
soon as possible, but that experi-
ence is one they never want to re-
live. They both acknowledge where 
they went wrong, but hope the 
community can move past the mis-
takes they made, just as they have. 
They also hope the community can 
do the same for the snowboard-
ers who caused the avalanche on 
Mount Jumbo. 
“It’s no one’s fault. This is the first 
time Missoula has had that much 
snow to cause an avalanche in 
town,” Bonnevie says. “They made 
a mistake, but I don’t think that they 
should be prosecuted for murder.”
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